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AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL: 28 JUNE 2011

Aqriculture

On the agriculture items the primary discussion surrounded the Commission's
update following the Extraordinary Council on the E-Coli outbreak earlier in
June. The Commission made several announcements including its intentions to
assess the national demands for compensation from the Member States in the days
ahead and would look to provide a first overview of the complete situation at the end
of July 2011. Member States criticised Russia's ban on EU exports of vegetables
and fruit as scientifically unjustified and disproportionate. The Commission advised
that since the extraordinary Council the Commission had come to an agreement with
the Russian authorities, who would accept a certification of the food safety of the
products. The Council was advised that the Russian ban had now been lifted for
some exporting Member States

Other items that were discussed as AOBs were the future aid programme for the
Most Deprived Persons of the Union. The Commission had previously presented
a proposal on this issue at the September Council, however, some Member States
had expressed reservations regarding the legal basis; many argued that this funding
should be drawn from social policy and not agricultural policy. The Commission
agreed to discuss the revised proposal as soon as possible to minimise disruption to
the judicial decision on this programme.

France reported to the Council on the outcomes of the Agricultural G20 Ministerial
meeting that was recently held in Paris and the Hungarian's provided an overview of
their recent NGO conference on "Creating coherence on trade, development and
sustainability: the European animal sector focus" that was held in Debrecen in
May.

Fisheries

The main item for discussion in the Fisheries part of the Council was The
Commission Policy Statement on Fishing Opportunities for 2012. The
Commissioner set out the key issues in the statement

• A change to the rules setting out how stocks will be dealt with. The 11 categories
have been removed and 3 put in their place. These are: 1) Follow the Long-Term
Management Plan; 2) Move to Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) where that is
known; and 3) For stocks with no MSY cut by 25%.

s A proposal to split the discussion of internal (within EU waters) and external
(agreed with non-EU countries) stocks, whereby internal stocks are agreed at
November Council and external finalised in December.

Many Member States questioned the Commission's approach, arguing that a blanket
25% cut and immediate move to MSY by 2012 would have serious socio-economic
consequences. The majority of MS highlighted that where MSY is not known, a
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fishery by fishery approach should be taken, differentiating between those stocks
where we have partial and useful information and those where we have none. Most
Member States also objected to the splitting proposal, highlighting that it would
compromise negotiations with Norway, would have serious administrative burdens
and failed to recognise that the proposal is a package to be discussed as a whole.

In addition to the main fisheries item there were three further fisheries AOBs. The
Netherlands spoke briefly about the High level Conference on the Future of the
Common Fisheries Policy that took place in Noordwijk in March. There was also a
discussion on the European funding for the fisheries sector post-2013, focussing
on the need for appropriate funding of the fisheries policy, particularly in sectors such
as marine or freshwater aquaculture. The Commission indicated that the new
funding instrument would be simpler to administrate, prioritising sustainability,
research and aquaculture.

Lastly, there was an AOB point on the ongoing mackerel crisis, raised by the Irish
who argued the urgent need for sanctions. The Irish outlined a 3 phase approach
ranging from sanctions on just mackerel landings and imports, to sanctions against
all Fisheries products. A number of Member States supported the need for urgent
sanctions and action from the Commission. Commissioner Damanaki concluded by
saying that she would continue to listen to Member States and that proposals on
sanctions were likely to be brought forward by the Commission in October.

During the Council I met with Mr Simon Coveney, Ireland's Minister for Agriculture,
Marine and Food to discuss the Scottish position on the mackerel crisis.

The next Agriculture and Fisheries Council meeting will take place in Brussels on 19
July.
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